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Lesson Plan: The POETRY OF THE HOLOCAUST AND 
AND THEN SOME -MORE MINI-IDEAS/PROJECTS 



SUMMARY OF CURRICULUM PROJECT 

Why Holocaust Poetry? Why Not Study the Holocaust through Poetry? 

The goal of this vast curriculum project is to expose students to the Holocaust by 
reading about the tragedy through the poetry of the victims. The writting of poetry in the 
Camps enabled some people to survive — not in the biological sense, but psychological— 
because it helped preserve their self-esteem. The Auschwitz poetry read again here 
expands not only our knowledge and awareness of history, but it makes us more sensitive 
and aware of this colossal tragedy and the millions of victims. 

These poems may not have features of outstanding poetry, but each of them is 
undoubtedly of historical value; they are authentic documents, evidence of inhuman 
behavior in the time World War II. They are a specific kind of evidence of crime and the 
strongest although subjective message of the truth about Auschwitz. One can distinguish 
four points of view or different time frames in the contents: Auschwitz perceived by those 
who persihed there or lost their closest relatives; by those who survived the war and the 
hard Auschwitz days; by those who only visited Auschwitz as a museum; and a few 
poems are written by Nazi soldiers. 

A unique approach to teaching the holocaust is to allow students to understand 
historical events and experiences better than the bare facts alone can do because they 
enable us to absorb them inwardly. In involving ourselves in the authentic literature of the 
holocaust, we come as close as we can to entering psychologically into those unique 
events as they were actually felt by those individuals who experienced them. Primary 
sources are one of the best ways to experience history. Literature may have a number of 
other functions to, but in letting the reader into a representative situation, experience, or 
historical period, it is supreme. As Aristotle pointed out, literature has more to tell us 
about truth than historial narrative has. Some 60 poems are present here and emanate 
from many writers, Jews and non-Jews alike, and in many languages. 

Many Jews would say, "If you should live to tell the tale, tell the world world what 
they did to us." Even in the ghettos (in the camps it was impossible) the urge to write, to 
portray their incremental agony day after day, was overwhelmingly urgent for those who 
were able to wield a pen. 'Record, record,' urged Emanuel Ringelblum fevereishly as he sat 
at his table in the Warsaw Ghetto, pen in hand, hungary and cold, knowing that is death is 
near. People often buried their writings so that it would be preserved. 

Also included: 

II Purchased from a book store at Auschwitz is a copy here of one of the short, 
consise, and informative guides of the site for students or the teachers to read. You may 
want to make a class set of this guide to give to students to read so they can learn first 




n 



hand about the camp and appreciate the meaning of the poetry better. 

III Searching the internet I came upon the Elie Wiesel student competition writing 
form as a classroom assignment. You may want to use it for your class as an essay 
assignment or just to read or discuss the powerful quotes. 

I 

IV I have searched some movie books to find out and list most of the major motion 
pictures made about the Holocaust. The list is rich in films and, of course, some 
documentaries are also listed. Our generation of students are a 'visual generation' and I 
believe that showing them a powerful film or documentary would add to their appreciation 
of the Holocaust Poetry and this will make the poetry more meaningful. 

V Reading the Travel Section of the New York Times Sunday paper I found a 
current article on someone writing about their experience at Auschwitz, entitled, 
"Auschwitz Pilgrimage" -I include a copy because it is very insightful. The following 
week letters appeared (also included) responding to this travel article in the N.Y.Times. 

VI On the internet I found different sources of the Nuremberg Laws. These laws are 
the beginning of the end of the rights of the Jews. It would be interesting for your 
students to examine the specific laws and see what they are all about and how vast and 
cruel the laws were. One internet assignment that you can give your students is to have 
them individually or in groups examine the Apartheid Laws of South Africa, the Jim 
Crows in the U.S. and the Nuremberg Laws of Nazi Germany and to discuss and see how 
racist regimes and institutions legalize segregation, racism and bigotry. 

VII Also found on the internet was a copy of interesting topics on the Holocaust 
you may want to assign to your students as projects. When they see the list they will 
realize the vastness of sub and related topics to this vast subject. 

VIII I have visited Israel four times and one of the sites to visit and experience is 
Yad Vashem, which is a memorial to the memory of the victims of the Holocaust. You 
may want to tell your students about this place and its meaning to Jews. This one page is a 
nice summary and explanation of the site. 

VIIII I have discovered that there are so many Holocaust sites on the internet and on 
the various search engines and have listed a few here. 

IX I found this interesting summary on what happened to Gypsies during the Nazi 
period and am including it for your information. 

I have discovered that by just reading some books on Holocaust poetry and 
attempting to do a lesson plan on just that one subject has led me to other topics and areas 
on the holocaust I truly believe would be of great interest and value to you and your 
students. I hope that you can use whatever information here you find relevant, useful and 
educational in approaching such a powerful topic. 
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Grade Level (S) 1 0, 1 1 

Subjects: U.S.History, World History 

Duration: 

This depends on how long the instructor deems it necessary to cover the 
material contained in the unit or what parts he/she decides to use and how 
it fits in to individual instructors curriculum. The state of California now 
requires that a portion of time be given to the teaching of the holocaust in 
W.W. II. 

Each instructor will decide and determine how you use the films and 
handouts compiled here for use in projects, presentations, and discussions. 

Description: 

The teacher can use the poems to explain the Holocaust period as seen and 
experienced by the victims, Jews and nonJews at Auschwitz-Berkenau. 

Goals: 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of what the victims of the 
Holocaust underwent by getting insights and the personal perspectives of the 
authors of the poetry. Students will understanding how effective and real 
primary sources are in depicting the agony and suffering of the victims. 

Procedures: 

Put the students in groups and give each group a packet of 6-10 holocaust 
poems that you reproduced for the class. Each group of students will read 
their own selected poems and decide which two they would like to read and 
explain to the class. The students can all put the few poems on transparencies 
to put them on the overhead projector to read and explain to the class. 

It would be effective if the instructor showed a good film/documentary 
before the poems are read and discussed. Each group will expose the whole 
class to a variety of poems, experiences and points of view about this event. 



Assignments: 

You could have students in groups write a poem about some oppressed 
group in U.S. History from American Indians, Blacks, women, gays. 



0 
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Mexicians, Asians, factory workers or any oppressed group in U.S. History 
and tell of their plight and discrimination through poetry and then read the 
poem to the class. Students can even write a poem on the holocaust from 
any point of view. 

Assessment: 

The teacher can grade the group of students for the quality of their poem, 
depth, understanding, compassion and group contribution. Grades can be 
given to the group or to individuals who contributed the most to the 
composition. 

Each individual teacher is encouraged to use any of the material contained herein for whatever effective 
use that they deem appropriate and educational. Many roads lead to Rome and whatever methods you use 
and routes you take its the journey and trip itself that are part of the reward. 
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Around Christmastime, 

After nearly two thousand years 
Of Christianity. 
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I am lying in my bed, Oh, my soul, 

Feeling a dullness in my head... Upon you I call 

Somebody cries. In my unhappy moments. 

I open my eyes... Bring consolation, 

I feel a sharp pain Easy my torments — 
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I thought I knew 

what bodies gnawed by rats 

looked like 
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and how many 
bodies they were burning 
in Auschwitz 

at the peak of their production 
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'Hello Dr Friedell, St,vv rricuiiwn approac 

you're a mensch, Dr Friedell. Whispered Friedman, 

Here's a bowl of wax apples, screamed FRIEDMAN, 

here's a vase of paper flowers, and killed himself, 

here's margarine in a lordly dish.' 
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if it was that kind - He stopped digging 

and their bodies brought straight to the crematorium. and the officer in charge came towards him shouting: 

But most would be brought to the gas chambers 'Why did you stop? 

behind trees that had been cut down Didn't you know there are bodies buried here?' 

and set up in rows. He had opened a mass grave. 
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Guidelines For The 1998 ”Elie Wiesel Student Writing 

Competition” 



- £ll» Stusterct 



Senior Division Guidelines: (Grades 9 th - 12 th ) 



The senior division competition will be a written essay referring to 
one of several quotes related to the Holocaust. 

We invite you to submit an essay using one of the following quotes or 
questions as the unifying theme. Choose examples from historical 
materials or literature to support ideas. 



The essay should be an original work written specifically for this 
competition and should be a maximum of four pages typed and 
double-spaced. The quote or question you choose should appear on 
the cover page along with the following information: 



Name: 

Grade: 

School: 

Teacher: 

Date: 



1998 ”Elie Wiesel Writing Competition" 
Quotes for the Senior Division 

Submit an essay using one of the following quotes as the unifying 
theme: 



1. " The World is too dangerous to live in - not because of the 

people who do evil, but because of the people who sit and let it 
happen. " Albert Einstein 

2. In a tiny mountain village of south central France, Le 
Chambon, people hid and saved 6,000 Jews during the 
Holocaust. Magda Trocme, wife of the Quaker minister of Le 
Chambon, said, 



" Remember that in your life there will be lots 








of circumstances that mil need a kind of 
courage, a kind of decision of your own, not 
about other people but about yourself. " 

3. " In Germany, the Nazis came for the Communists, and I didn ’t 

speak up because I wasn ’t a Communist Then they came for the 
Jews, and I didn ’t speak up because I wasn ’t a Jew. Then they 
came for the trade unionists, and I didn ’t speak up because I was 
a Protestant Then they came for me, and by that time there was 
no one left to speak. " Pastor Martin Niemoeller 

4. " Let us not forget, after all, there is always a moment when the 

moral choice is made. " Elie Wiesel 

5. In the Ascent of Man, scientist Jacob Bronowski disagrees with 
those who would blame technology for the atrocities committed 
at Auschwitz and other death camps. He said, 

"This is the concentration camp and 
crematorium at Auschwitz. This is where 
people were turned into numbers... And that 
was not done by gas. It was done by arrogance. 

It was done by dogma It was done by 
ignorance. When people believe that they have 
absolute knowledge, with no test in reality, this 
is how they behave. This is what men do when 
they aspire to the knowledge of gods. " 

6. "The great masses of the people. ..will more easily fall victim to a 

big lie than to a small one. " Adolf Hitler 

7. Education is surely one of the most important vehicles in 
shaping the character of a nation. A German recalled the day 
he was asked to pledge loyalty to the regime: 

"There I was, in 1935, a perfect example of 
the kind of person who, with all his advantages 
in birth, in education, and in position rules in 
any country. If I had refused to take the oath 
in 1935, meant that all the thousands, 
hundreds of thousands, like me in Germany 
were also unprepared. . .. Thus the world was 
lost... My education did not help me, and I had 
a broader and better education than most men 
have had or ever will have. " 

8. "Democracy is not an ideal state, but simply a state in which the 
forces of good have a free field against the forces of evil " 

Carl Schultz 





FILMS AND DOCUMENTARIES ON THE HOLOCAUST 

Alan and Naomi 
The Assault: 

The Assisi Underground 

The Attic: The Hiding of Ann Frank 

Au Revoir les Enfants 

The Diary of Ann Frank 

The Boxer and Death 

A Call to Remember 

Charlie Grants War 

Cristabel 

Cold Days 

David 

The Diary of Ann Frank 
A Day in October 
The Devils Arthmetic 
Diamonds of the Night 
Enemies, A Love Story 
Europa , Europa 
The Execution 
Forced March 

The Garden of the Finzi-Continis 
Genghis Cohn 

Getting Away With Murder 

Good Evening Mr. Wallenberg 

Hanna's War 

The Hidding Place 

The Holcroft Covenant 

Holocaust 

Holocaust Survivors. . .A Rememberance of Love 
I Love You, I Love You Not 
In a Glass Cage 

In The Presence of Mine Enemies 

Jakob the Liar 

Kanal 

Kapo 

The Last Butterfly 
The Last Metro 
Max and Helen 
Mendel 

Murderers Among Us 
Never Forget 
Passenger 
The Pawnbroker 
Playing for Time 

Rescusers: Stories of Courage - Two Couples Reunion 

The Revolt of Job 

The Rose Garden 

Schindlers List 

The Shop on Main Street 

Speak Up Its so Dark 

The Substance of Fire 

Sunshine 

Shoah 

Sophie's Choice 
Transport from Paradise 
Triumph of the Spirit 

The Truce 0 Q 

The Wannsee Conference 



War and Love 

The White Rose 

Ann Frank Remembered 

Survivors of the Holocaust 

Night and Fog 

Auschwitz 

Your school gets from 8-10 catalogues of films and 

documentaries many of them contain films of W.W.II and the 

Holocaust that you can purchase and built up a video library. 

The film Night and Fog and Europa , Europa have both won 
Academy Awards for the best documentary and best foreign 
picture of the year. 
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3 VIRTUAL LIBRARY 






The Nuremberg Laws 



A conference of ministers was held on August 20, 1935, to discuss the 
economic effects of Party actions against Jews. Adolf Wagner, the Party 
representative at the conference, argued that such actions would cease, once 
the Government decided on a firm policy against the Jews. 

Dr. Schacht, the Economics Minister, criticized arbitrary behavior by Party 
members as this inhibited his policy of rebuilding Germany's economy. It 
made no economic sense since Jews had certain entrepreneurial skills that 
could be usefully employed to further his policies. Schacht made no moral 
condemnation of Jewish policy and advocated the passing of legislation to 
clarify the situation. 



The following month two measures were announced at the annual Party 
Rally in Nuremberg, becoming known as the Nuremberg Laws. Both 
measures were hastily improvised (there was even a shortage of drafting 
paper so that menu cards had to be used) and Jewish experts from the 
Ministry of the Interior were ordered to Nuremberg by plane. 



The first law. The Law for the Protection of German Blood and German 
Honor , prohibited marriages and extra-marital intercourse between “Jews 
” (the name was now officially used in place of “non-Aryans ”) and 
“Germans ” and also the employment of “German ” females under forty-five 
in Jewish households. The second law, The Reich Citizenship Law , stripped 
Jews of their German citizenship and introduced a new distinction between 
“Reich citizens ” and “nationals.” 



The Nuremberg Laws by their general nature formalized the unofficial and 
particular measures taken against Jews up to 1935. The Nazi leaders made a 
point of stressing the consistency of this legislation with the Party program 
which demanded that Jews should be deprived of their rights as citizens. 

Sources: Noakes. Jeremy, and Geoffrey Pridham. Docmients on Nazism 
1919^1945^ NY: Viking Press. 1974 , pp. 463-467, and The Nizkor Proj ect. 
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Anne Frank 




“Undeniably Powerful.” 

- the New York Times 

Melissa Muller’s acclaimed book 
becomes a moving motion picture 
starring Academy Award Winner 
Ben Kingsley in the remarkable story 
of young Anne, and her courage and 
hope amidst a world falling apart. 
Color/ 189min/CC/200l 
VHS 30 1056 AX $22.98 

DVD 301063 AX $34.98 

Anne Frank: 

The Life of a Young Girl 

A&E brings a striking and moving 
biography of the young girl whose 
writings and image are forever etched 
among the courageous caught in the 
horror of the World War II holocaust. 
Color & BW/50min 

VHS 221070AX $14.98 




Anne Frank; 

The Missing Ch apter 



Seen on A&E, this compelling 
program explores five previously 
missing chapters from Anne's diary, 
shedding light on her parents 
relationship, Anne’s own wishes about 
publication of her diary, and 
discoveries about the betrayal of the 
Frank family. 

Color/43min 

VHS 451023AX $29.98 

Anne Frank Remembered 



“★ ★ ★ * . Editor’s Choice.” 



■ Video Librarian 
Leonard Mai tin 



“★ ★ ★ 1 / 2 . ” 

“Beautiful and Illuminating!” 

Los Angeles Times 

A deeply moving documentary of 
WWlI’s youngest hero, using vintage 
photos, newsreels and interviews with 
Anne’s friends, family and protector. 
Narrated by Kenneth Branagh and 
Glenn Close. 

Academy Award Winner! 

1995 Best Documentary Feature. 
BW&Color/Rated PG/ll7min/CC 
VHS 161022AX $19.98 

The Diary of Anne Frank 



★ ★ 1/2.’ ■ Leonard Mallin 

Wonderful adaptation of the 
incredible true life story of a Jewish 
family in hiding from the Nazi’s as 
told through the writings of daughter 
Anne. 

Stars Shelley Winters who won the 
Academy Award and Millie Perkins 
BW/ 170m in 

VHS 281 023 AX $24.98 



Remembcri 

Enola Gay and 

The Atomic Bombing of Japan 

Join the mission that brought World 
War II to an end. Astonishing, never- 
before-seen footage and interviews 
with the men who were there. 

Color & BW/75min 

VHS 221018AX $19.98 

The Hiding Place 

In ! 940 Nazi occupied Holland, a 
brave family shelters escaping Jews 
only to be discovered and placed in a 
concentraion camp. Based on a true 
story. 

Stars Julie Harris 

Color/Roted PG/ 147min/1975 

VHS 251018AX $19.98 

The Holocaust: 

In Memory of Millions 

Visit the U.S. Holocaust MemoriaJ 
Museum, with journalist Walter 
Cronkite, where the truth about the 
Holocaust is unveiled through 
definitive photos, unsettling re* 
creations and survivors’ poignant 
testimony. 

Color/95min 

VHS 171006AX $19.98 

Into the Arms of Strangers 

“Extraordinary.” - Entertainment Weekly 
The 2000 Academy Award winner for 
Best Feature Documentary Feature, 
these "Stories of the Kindertransport" 
bring the spellbinding story of 10,000 
children saved from Hitler’s grasp at 
the outbreak of World War II. 

Color & BW/Rated PG/1 17min/CC 
VHS 311303AX $19.98 

DVD 311304AX $24.98 

Th e Last Da ys 

“Magnificent! Breathtaking!” 

• Wall Street Journal 

The Academy Award-winning Best 
Feature Documentary from Executive 
Producer Steven Spielberg 
documents the experiences of five 
Hungarians who witnessed and 
survived the Holocaust. 

Color/Rated PG-l3/87min 

VHS 381028AX $19.98 

T he Lon ges t Hatr ed 

From PBS comes this stunning 
documentary revealing the history of 
anti-Semitism with roots long before 
the Holocaust through current times. 
Color/ 150min/CC 

VHS 401013AX $29.98 

The Long Way Ho m e 




“Superb, Masterful, timeless impact and 
enduring significance.’* • Los Angctw Times 
“Staggeringly Powerful.”- New York Times 
The 1997 Academy Award Winner for 
Best Feature Documentary tells the 
intimate stories of courage in the 
harrowing years between World War 
II and the formation of Israel. 

Narrated by Morgan Freeman 
Color & BW/l20min 

VHS 131021 AX $24.98 

The Losi Children of Berlin 

Steven Spielberg presents this stirring 
account of the stories recounted by 
fifty Holocaust survivors reunited 
where they had attended the last 
Jewish school in Berlin. 

Hosted by Anthony Hopkins 
Color/50min 

VHS 22 1049 AX $19.98 



The Nazis 



Schindler’s List 



fl r i. 



The acclaimed BBC documentary 
from The History Channel with 
stunning archival footage and startling 
interviews explores how the Nazis 
came to power and how a cultured 
nation could be responsible for such 
acts of inhumanity. 

Color/6 vols/300min 

VHS 221075AX $79.98 






* Leonard Mallin 




Nuremberg 

“Some of the most haunting moments 
you’ll ever see.” 

- New York Daily News 

Alec Baldwin stars in this riveting 
courtroom drama as Allied 
prosecutors bring the Nazi high 
command to trial, with much of the 
trial testimony derived from actual 
transcripts. Europe, 1945. The war is 
over, but the battle for justice is about 
to begin. 

Color/] 79min/CC/2000 

VHS 311292AX $14.98 

DVD 31I293AX $1998 



Seven Academy Awards including 
Best Picture honored this remarkable 
adaptation of Thomas Keneally’s 
novel about the real-life Catholic war 
profiteer who saved more than 1,000 
Polish Jews from the Nazi’s during 
World War II. 

Stars Liam Neeson, Ralph Fiennes 

BW/Rated R/195min/CC/1993 

VHS 291015AX $19.98 

XhcThi rd Reich 

From the producers of theacclaimed 
"The World at War” series, comes an 
in-depth study of Hitler’s Germany, 
and it’s people, from his rise to power, 
to the people’s mobilization and the 
Master Plan, to the fall of the Reich 
and the nation. 

Color & BW/3 vols/l56min 

VHS 311330AX $29.98 

Time Capsule: World War II 

Telly Award Winner 

Europe was in flames, an 
unsuspecting Pearl Harbor was in 
destruction. Unprepared yet 
undaunted, came the men and women 
of the United States. 

War in Europe 
War in the Pacific 

BW/2 Vols/30min each 

VHS 141090AX/2vols 




Uprising 

Bold. Heroic. Unforgettable. A true 
story of armed resistance against 
tyranny occurred in Warsaw in the 
years leading up to World War II as 
Jewish men and women took up arms 
against the rising tide of the Nazis. 
LeeLee Sobieski, Hank Azaria, 
David Schwimmer. Jon Voight and 
Donald Southerland. 

Color/2 vo!/!80min 

VHS 311331AX $14 98 

DVD 31 1332 AX $19.98 




Survivors of the Holocaust 

Steven Spielberg presenls this 
unprecedented and historic 
documentary' chronicling the 
Holocaust as witnesses by those 
who survived. 

Color & BW/70min/CC 

VHS 31 1 145 AX $19.98 



The History Channel presents rare 
color film footage combined with 
dramatic first person accounts and 
diaries to reveal an extraordinary new 
perspective from the earliest days of 
the Blitz to D-Day and Hiroshima. 
Color/3 vo Is/ 1 50m in 

VHS 221082AX $29.98 

DVD 221 083 AX $44.98 
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Hitler on the Nuremberg Laws 

(September 1935) 



Extracts from Hitler ’s Speech in the Reichstag on the Nuremberg Laws 

This international unrest in the world would unfortunately seem to have 
given rise to the view amongst the Jews within Germany that the time has 
come openly to oppose Jewish interests to those of the German nation. From 
numerous places vigorous complaints have been received of the provocative 
action of individuals belonging to this people, and the remarkable frequency 
of these reports and the similarity of their contents point to a certain system 
of operation. 

...The only way to deal with the problem which remains open is that of 
legislative action. The German Government is in this controlled by the 
thought that through a single secular solution it may be possible still to 
create a level ground [eine Ebene ] on which the German people may find a 
tolerable relation towards the Jewish people. Should this hope not be 
fulfilled and the Jewish agitation both within Germany and in the 
international sphere should continue, then the position must be examined 
afresh. 

The third [law] is an attempt to regulate by law [the Jewish] problem, which, 
should this attempt fail, must then be handed over by law to the National- 
Socialist Party for a final solution. 

Behind all three laws there stands the National-Socialist Party and with it 
and supporting it stands the German nation. 



N.H Baynes, ed., The Speeches of Adolf Hitler, I, London, 1942, pp. 73 1 - 
732. 



Source: Yad Vashem 
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1933-1939 and 



15 ^"* of the H°l° ca ust occurred in two main phases: 

1939-1945. 

I. 1933-1939: 

* ™ ey sa ^ Jews ' Gypsies, and the handicapped as a serious bioloqical threat 

0 tt,e punty of the "German (Aryan) Race," „hat they called Se 

1 dCc. 

"in^rio?" Z Th’ri S ^ k o nly ide " t if® d Jews as a race and defined this race as 
hSmoH io? Z ^ Sp6W ® d hatem °ngering propaganda which unfairly 

wo?: InTi ( missr e “ nomic depression and ihe c ° untr v ,s <*« |n 

“J n 19 i 3, German laws forced Jews to quit their civil service fobs 
university and law court positions, and other areas of public life. J ' 

a boycott of Jewish businesses was Instituted 
;: H In 1935 ' laws Proclaimed at Nuremberg stripped German Jews of their 
citizenship even though they retained limited rights 

- These "Nuremberg Laws" defined Jews not by their religion or by how thev 

t0 °i emse,ves but by blood of their granSpareL * 

--Between 1937 and 1939, new anti-Jewish regulations segregated Jews 
fijrther and made daily life very difficult for them: Jews cou?d not attend 

ovoi £ 00ls ' 90 t0 thea ters, cinemas, or vacation resorts, or reside or 
even walk, in certain sections of German cities. 

” Between 1937 and 1939, Jews were forced from Germany’s economic life- 

£ w^?o IS r se 'f t d Jewish businesses and properties outright or forced 

Jews to sell them at bargain prices. y 

-- In November 1938, this economic attack against German and Austrian 

Jews changed into the physical destruction of synagogues and Jewish-owned 

l H he ? rr S ° f Jemlsh men " lhe d “tmctlon of hLes^nd l“ e mmdef 

KristaZlohf^tE ■uf'h, ral l V n 0r ? an ' 2ed rlot < p0 9 r0m > became known as 
Kristallnacht (the Night of Broken Glass"). 

-- Although Jews were the main target of Nazi hatred, the Nazis persecuted 
other groups they viewed as racially or genetically "inferior 

- Laws passed between 1933 and 1935 aimed to reduce the future number 
jof generic "infenore" through involuntary sterilization programs: about 500 
350 non ° f H niX H ed f A f hcan/German ) racia l backgrounds and 320,000 to 

fubierreH rn VldUa | S f dged ph y sically 0r mentally handicapped were 
subjected to surgical or radiation procedures so they could not have children 
Supporters of sterilization also argued that the handicapped burdened the 
community with the costs of their care. Many of Germany's 30 000 Gyosies 
were also eventually sterilized and prohibited, along with Blacks, from 
intermarrymg with Germans. Reflecting traditional prejudices new laws 
feipbmed traditional prejudices with the new racism of the Nazis which 
defined Gypsies, by race, as "criminal and asocial." 

1933 All non-Aryan civil servants forcibly retired; Kosher butchering 
outlawed; German nationality can be revoked from those considered 
"undesirable". 



1934 Jewish newspapers can no longer be sold in the streets; Jews deprived 
of the status of citizenship; marriage and sexual relations between Jews and 

I Aryans forbidden 

1936 Jews no longer have the right to vote 
1937 Passports for all Jews for travel abroad greatly restricted 
1938 Jews must carry ID cards and Jewish passports are marked with "J," 
Jews may no longer own or bear arms; Jews may no longer head businesses; 
Jews may no longer attend plays concerts, etc.; all Jewish children are 
moved to Jewish schools; Jews must hand over drivers' licenses and car 
i eyibu diiui ib, jewb ntubi btJii uieu uubinebbeb diiu i id i iu uver becuriueb diiu 
jewels; Jews may no longer attend universities. 

1939 Jews must follow curfews; Jews must turn in radios to the police; Jews 
must wear yellow star of David 

1940 Jews may no longer have phones; German Jews begin being taken into 
"protective custody" - deported to concentration camps 
1941 Jews may not leave their houses without permission from the police; 
Jews may no longer use public telephones 

1942 Jews are forbidden to subscribe to newspapers, keep pets, keep 
electrical equipment, own bikes, buy meat, use public transportation, attend 
I school. 
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The Nuremberg Laws on Citizenship and Race: 
September 15, 1935 

The Reich Citizenship Law of September 15, 1935 

THE REICHSTAG HAS ADOPTED by unanimous vote the following law which is herewith 

promulgated. 



ARTICLE 1. 

(1) A subject of the state is one who belongs to the protective union of the German Reich, and who, 
therefore, has specific obligations to the Reich. 

(2) The status of subject is to be acquired in accordance with the provisions of the Reich and the state 
Citizenship Law. 

ARTICLE 2. 

(1) A citizen of the Reich may be only one who is of German or kindred blood, and who, through his 
behavior, shows that he is both desirous and personally fit to serve loyally the German people and the 
Reich. 

(2) The right to citizenship is obtained by the grant of Reich citizenship papers. 

(3) Only the citizen of the Reich may enjoy full political rights in consonance with the provisions of the 
laws. 

ARTICLE 3. 

The Reich Minister of the Interior, in conjunction with the Deputy to the Fuehrer, will issue the 
required legal and administrative decrees for the implementation and amplification of this law. 

Promulgated: September 16, 1935. In force: September 30, 1935. 



First Supplementary Decree of November 14, 1935 

On the basis of Article III of the Reich Citizenship Law of September 15, 1935, the following is 

hereby decreed: 



ARTICLE 1. 

(1) Until further provisions concerning citizenship papers, all subjects of German or kindred blood 
who possessed the right to vote in the Reichstag elections when the Citizenship Law came into effect, 
shall, for the present, possess the rights of Reich citizens. The same shall be true of those upon whom 
the Reich Minister of the Interior, in conjunction with the Deputy to the Fuehrer shall confer 
citizenship. 

(2) The Reich Minister of the Interior, in conjunction with the Deputy to the Fuehrer, may revoke 
citizenship. 

ARTICLE 2. 

(1) The provisions of Article I shall apply also to subjects who are of mixed Jewish blood. 

(2) An individual of mixed Jewish blood is one who is descended from one or two grandparents who, 
racially, were full Jews, insofar that he is not a Jew according to Section 2 of Article 5. Full-blooded 



Jewish grandparents are those who belonged to the Jewish religious community. 

ARTICLE 3. 

Only citizens of the Reich, as bearers of full political rights, can exercise the right of voting in political 
matters, and have the right to hold public office. The Reich Minister of the Interior, or any agency he 
empowers, can make exceptions during the transition period on the matter of holding public office. 

The measures do not apply to matters concerning religious or ganizati ons 

ARTICLE 4. 

(1) A Jew cannot be a citizen of the Reich. He cannot exercise the right to vote; he cannot hold public 
office. 

(2) Jewish officials will be retired as of December 3 1, 1935. In the event that such officials served at 
the front in the World War either for Germany or her allies, they shall receive as pension, until they 
reach the age limit, the full salary last received, on the basis of which their pension would have been 
computed. They shall not, however, be promoted according to their seniority in rank. When they reach 
the age limit, their pension will be computed again, according to the salary last received on which their 
pension was to be calculated. 

(3) These provisions do not concern the affairs of religious or ganizati ons 

(4) The conditions regarding service of teachers in public Jewish schools remains unchanged until the 
promulgation of new laws on the Jewish school system. 

ARTICLE 5 

(1) A Jew is an individual who is descended from at least three grandparents who were, racially, full 

Jews... 

(2) A Jew is also an individual who is descended from two fiill-Jewish grandparents if: 

(a) he was a member of the Jewish religious community when this law was issued, or joined the 
community later; 

(b) when the law was issued, he was married to a person who was a Jew, or was subsequently married 
to a Jew; 

(c) he is the issue from a marriage with a Jew, in the sense of Section I, which was contracted after the 
coming into effect of the Law for the Protection of German Blood and Honor of September 1 5, 1 93 5; 

(d) he is the issue of an extramarital relationship with a Jew, in the sense of Section I, and was bom 
out of wedlock after July 3 1, 1936. 

ARTICLE 6. 

(1) Insofar as there are, in the laws of the Reich or in the decrees of the National Socialist German 
Workers' Party and its affiliates, certain requirements for the purity of German blood which extend 
beyond Article 5, the same remain untouched. .. 

ARTICLE 7. 

The Fuehrer and Chancellor of the Reich is empowered to release anyone from the provisions of these 
administrative decrees. 
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Nazi Racial Legislation: The Nuremberg Laws 



One of the earliest statements of the Nazi party— the policy document of 1920 known as the Twentv-Five Points — 
explicitly foreshadowed the exclusion of Jews from German citizenship (Point 4). Thus, as soon as Hitler came to power 
in 1933, no time was lost in proceeding a gains t Germany’s Jewish citizens. In the early months of the regime, they were 
prey to unbridled violence by Party activists during the so-called Brown Terror. Officially, steps were immediately taken 
to dismiss Jews from the civil service, reduce their number in the professions, and curtail the students in schools and 
colleges. Partly as a ploy to bring order to the shameless Party activism against inoffensive citizens and to clarify the 
regime's attitude to German Jewry, the two measures outlined below were passed at a meeting of the Party Congress at 
Nuremberg on Sept. 15, 1935. 

Two of the laws are outlined below The third, the Reich Flag Act, decreed the new German national flag to be the Nazi 
swastika flag. 



Law for the Protection of German Blood and German Honor 

Firm in the knowledge that the purity of German blood is the basis for the survival of the German 
people and inspired by the unshakeable determination to safeguard the future of the German nation, 
the Reichstag has unanimously resolved upon the following law, which is promulgated herewith: 

Section 1 

Marriages between Jews and citizens of German or some related blood are forbidden. 

Such marriages contracted despite the law are invalid, even if they take place abroad in order to avoid 
the law. 

Section 2 

Sexual relations outside marriage between Jews and citizens of German or related blood are forbidden. 
Section 3 

Jews will not be permitted to employ female citizens of German or related blood who are under 45 
years as housekeepers. 

Section 4 

1 . Jews are forbidden to raise the national flag or display the national colors. 

2. However, they are allowed to display the Jewish colors. The exercise of this right is protected by 
the State. 

Section 5 

1 . Anyone who disregards Section 1 is liable to penal servitude. 

2. Anyone who disregards the prohibition of Section 2 will be punished with imprisonment or penal 
servitude. 

3. Anyone who disregards the provisions of Sections 3 or 4 will be punished with imprisonment up to 
one year or with a fine, or with one of these penalties. 



The Reich Citizenship Law, 1935 



Article 1 
Section 1 

A German subject is one who is a member of the protective union of the German Reich and is bound 



to it by special obligations. . . . 

Section 2 

1 . A Reich citizen is that subject who is of German or related blood only and who through his 
behavior demonstrates that he is ready and able to serve faithfully the German people and Reich. 

2. The right to citizenship of the Reich is acquired by the grant of citizenship papers. 

3. A citizen of the Reich is the sole bearer of full political rights as provided by the law. 

In the subsequent clarifying regulation of Nov. 14, 1935, a Jew was defined as anyone who was descended from: (a) at 
least three racially full Jewish grandparents or (b) two full Jewish parents if he or she belonged to the Jewish religious c 
o minimi ty (i.e., an observing Jew); was married to a Jewish person; was the offspring of a full Jew (as defined in a.) or 
the offspring of an extramarital relationship with a full Jew. Neither could a Jew be a citizen of the Reich, vote or hold 
public offi ce. 

Incidentally, persons of mixed Jewish blood (i.e., half-Jews— with one or two Jewish grandparents) were absolved from 
these restrictions, though, again, Jewish observance tightened the restrictions. 



RETURN TO HOMEPAGE 



Yad Vashem 



"And to them will I give in my house and within my walls a 
memorial... an everlasting name, that shall not be cut 
off." (Isaiah 56:5) 

Yad Vashem, the national Authority for the Remembrance of the Martyrs 
and Heroes of the Holocaust, was established in 1953 by act of the Knesset 
(Israel’s parliament) to commemorate the six million Jewish men, women 
and children murdered by the Nazis and their collaborators during the years 
1933-1945. The Authority also commemorates the heroism and fortitude of 
the Jewish partisans and the fighters in the Ghetto revolts, as well as the 
actions of the " Righteous Among the Nations " (non-Jews who saved the 
lives of Jews). 

Located on Har Hazikaron (Heb., Hill of Remembrance), a ridge on the 
western outskirts of Jerusalem, the Yad Vashem Memorial and Institute 
includes several commemorative monuments, an historical museum a 
central archive and a research center for the documentation of the 
Holocaust. 

The task of Yad Vashem is to perpetuate the memory and lessons of the 
Holocaust for future generations. 

Central state ceremonies are held at Yad Vashem each year on 
Remembrance Day for the Martyrs and Heroes of the Holocaust, which is 
observed according to the Hebrew Calendar on the 27th day of Nisan (2 
May, this year), the anniversary of the start of the 1943 Warsaw Ghetto 
Revolt. 

The principle memorial at Yad Vashem is the Hall of Remembrance ( Ohel 
Yizkor). The severe concrete-walled structure with a low tent-like roof 
stands empty, save for an eternal flame. Engraved in the black basalt floor 
are the names of 21 Nazi extermination camps, concentration camps and 
killing sites in central and eastern Europe. A crypt in front of the memorial 
flame contains ashes of victims. 




The approach to the Hall of Remembrance is lined with trees planted in 
honor of non-Jewish men and women - "Righteous Among the Nations" - 
who, at the risk of their own lives, attempted to rescue Jews from the 
Holocaust. Several of the trees honor members of the Christian clergy, 
among them a Franciscan priest in Assisi, the bishop of the Greek island of 
Zakinthos, a Polish nun in Lithuania and a French Protestant pastor. Over 

16.000 persons have been honored with the title "Righteous Among the 
Nations". 

Approximately 1.5 million Jewish children perished in the Holocaust. They 
are specially remembered in the neaifry Children’s Memorial, an 
underground cavern in which the flickering flames of memorial candles are 
reflected in an infinity of tiny lights within the prevailing darkness. 

A central element of Yad Vashem is the Historical Museum, which presents 
the history of the Holocaust through photographs, artifacts, documents and 
audio-visual aids. The presentation is chronological, showing the 
progression of Nazi anti- Jewish policies from persecution to ghettoization to 
systematic mass murder. Displays also present the history of Jewish 
resistance to the Holocaust, including the heroism of Jewish partisans. 

The Yad Vashem Archive collection, the largest and most comprehensive on 
the Holocaust in the world, comprises 55 million pages of documents, nearly 

100.000 photographs, film footage and the videotaped testimonies of 
survivors. The library contains more than 80,000 titles, thousands of 
periodicals, and a large number of rare documents. 

The International Institute for Holocaust Research coordinates and supports 
research on national and international levels, organizes conferences and 
colloquia, and publishes a variety of important works on the Holocaust, 
including memoirs and diaries. To date, the Institute has published 18 
volumes of the projected 32-volume Encyclopedia of Communities 
(Pinkasei Hakehilot), an historical-geographical compendium of every 
Jewish community destroyed by the Nazis and their collaborators. 

A principal mission of Yad Vashem is education. The International School 
for Holocaust Studies each year holds courses for over 100,000 students, 

50.000 soldiers and thousands of educators. Courses for teachers are 
offered in seven languages in addition to Hebrew, and the school also sends 
its professional staff abroad to further education about the Holocaust. 



Source: Israeli Foreign Ministry . See also Yad Vashem 
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Printer friendly text 



Main Index > Subjects > Social Studies > World History 



Holocaust 



Internet Sites | Discussion Groups 



Internet Sites: 

* H-Holocaust 

Resources for teachers of the holocaust. 
http://www.h-net.msu.edu/~holoweb/ 

* United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Educational Resource 
From the US Holocaust Memorial Museum. Includes guidelines for t 
about the holocaust, brief history of the holocaust, children and the 
holocaust, an annotated videography, more. 

htt p://w ww, ushmm.org / education/index. htm 

* Cybrary of the Holocaust 

This site uses art, discussion groups, photos, poems, and historical 
educate scholars and newcomers about the holocaust. Includes a t 
guide containing background material for teaching about the holoca 
http://remember.org/ 



* A Teacher’s Guide to the Holocaust 

From the Florida Center for Instructional Technology in the College 
Education at the University of South Florida, this guide consists of s 
activities, teacher resources, a Holocaust timeline, and information i 
people and the music, visual art, and literature of and about the Hoi 
http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/Holocaust/ 



* Holocaust Teacher Resource Center 

A project of the Holocaust Education Foundation, Inc. in Newport N< 
Virginia, this site offers curriculum guides, lesson plans, essays, am 
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seeks submissions of these items as well as annotated bibliographii 
reviews, and other resources suitable for inclusion on the site. 
http.y/www.holocaust-trc.org/ 

* Holocaust Survivors 

This site includes stories of Holocaust survivors for visitors to listen 
read. Also includes a historical introduction to the Holocaust, a phot 
an encyclopedia, and other related resources. 
http://www.holocaustsurvivors.org/ 

* Voices of the Holocaust 

A collection of interviews with Holocaust survivors conducted by Dr. 
Boder in 1946. The Paul V. Galvin Library of Illinois Institute of Tect 
has published the materials online. 
http://voices.iit.edu/ 

* Learning About the Holocaust Through Art 

"The primary goal of this project is to create a significant, high-quali 
resource about the art of the Holocaust for researchers, educators, 
and the wider public." 
http://art. holoca u st-education.net/ 



Discussion Groups: 

* H-HOLOCAUST 

Primarily for scholars and teachers of the holocaust on the college I 
To subscribe, address an e-mail message in the following manner: 
To: Listserv@ h- net. msu , edu 
sub H-HOLOCAUST 

Archives: http://www.h-net.msu.edu/loas/loas.CQi?list=H-Holocaust 



Back to Top 



| Home | About AskERIC | ERIC Database | Ask an ERIC Expert | Question Archive | Lesson F 
| Mailing Lists | AskERIC Update Newsletter | Feedback | Sponsors | Privacy Statement | 

| Link Policy | Disclaimer | Search | Topics A-Z | Sitemap | Site Tour | 






Service Mark of the ERIC Clearinghouse on Information & Technology, Syracuse University. 




74 



Return to Witnesses 



On Gypsies 

"Like the Jews, Gypsies were singled out by the Nazis for racial persecution and annihilation. They 
were 'nonpersons,' of 'foreign blood, 1 'labor-shy,' and as such were termed asocials. To a degree, they 
shared the fate of the Jews in their ghettos, in the extermination camps, before firing squads, as 
medical guinea pigs, and being injected with lethal substances. Ironically, the German writer Johann 
Christof Wagenseil claimed in 1697 that Gypsies stemmed from German Jews. A more contemporary 
Nazi theorist believed that the Gypsy cannot, by reason of his inner and outer makeup 
( Konstruktion), be a useful member of the human community.'<70> The Nuremberg Laws of 1935 
aimed at the Jews were soon amended to include the Gypsies. In 1937, they were classified as asocials, 
second-class citizens, subject to concentration camp imprisonment. <71> As early as 1936, some had 
been sent to camps. After 1939, Gypsies from Germany and from the German-occupied territories 
were shipped by the thousands first to Jewish ghettos in Poland at Warsaw, Lublin, Kielce, Rabka, 
Zary, Siedlce and others. <72> 

It is not known how many were killed by the Einsatzgruppen charged with speedy extermination by 
shooting. For the sake of efficiency Gypsies were also shot naked, facing their pre-dug graves. 
According to the Nazi experts, shooting Jews was easier, they stood still, 'while the Gypsies cry out, 
howl, and move constantly, even when they are already standing on the shooting ground. Some of 
them even jumped into the ditch before the volley and pretended to be dead. 1 <73> The first to go 
were the German Gypsies; 30,000 were deported East in three waves in 1939, 1941 and 1943. Those 
married to Germans were exempted but were sterilized, as were their children after the age of twelve. 
<74>Just how were the Gypsies of Europe 'expedited 1 ? Adolf Eichmann, chief strategist of these 
diabolical logistics, supplied the answer in a telegram from Vienna to the Gestapo: Regarding 
transport of Gypsies be informed that on Friday, October 20, 1939, the first transport of Jews will 
depart Vienna. To this transport 3-4 cars of Gypsies are to be attached. Subsequent trains will depart 
from Vienna, Mahrisch-Ostrau and Katowice [Poland], The simplest method is to attach some 
carloads of Gypsies to each transport. Because these transports must follow schedule, a smooth 
execution of this matter is expected. Concerning a start in the Altreich [Germany proper] be informed 
that this will be coming in 3-4 weeks. Eichmann. <74> 

Open season was declared on the Gypsies, too. For a while Himmler wished to exempt two tribes and 
only' sterilize them, but by 1942 he signed the decree for all Gypsies to be shipped to Auschwitz. 
<76> There they were subjected to all that Auschwitz meant, including the medical experiments, 
before they were exterminated. Gypsies perished in Dachau, Mauthausen, Ravensbruck and other 
camps. At Sachsenhausen they were subjected to special experiments that were to prove scientifically 
that their blood was different from that of the Germans. The doctors in charge of this ' research' were 
the same ones who had practiced previously on black prisoners of war. Yet, for 'racial reasons' they 
were found unsuitable for sea water experiments. <77> 

Gypsies were often accused of atrocities committed by others; they were blamed, for instance, for the 
looting of gold teeth from a hundred dead Jews abandoned on a Rumanian road. <78>Gypsy women 
were forced to become guinea pigs in the hands of Nazi physicians. Among others they were sterilized 
as unworthy of human reproduction' (fortpflanzungsunwuerdig), only to be ultimately annihilated as 
not worthy of living. . . . At that, the Gypsies were the luckier ones; in Bulgaria, Greece, Denmark and 
Finland they were spared. <80>For a while there was a Gypsy Family Camp in Auschwitz, but on 

August 6, 1 944, it was liquidated. Some men and women were shipped to German factories as slave 
labor; the rest, about 3,000 women, children and old people, were gassed. <81>No precise statistics 
exist about the extermination of European Gypsies. Some estimates place the number between 

500.000 and 600,000, most of them gassed in Auschwitz. <82> Others indicated a more conservative 

200.000 Gypsy victims of the Holocaust. <83>" 7 5 
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• Medical Experiments 

• Monuments in Israel Commemorating the 
Holocaust 

• Moral Dilemmas Faced by Jewish Doctors During 
the Holocaust 

• The Nazi Olympics 

• Nazi POW Camps 

• The Nazis & The Jews 

• Martin Niemoeller The Failure to Speak Up 
Against the Nazis 

• The Nuremberg Laws 

• Perpetrators 

• Photographs 

• Pope Pius XII 

• Rescuers 

• Resistance 

• Resisters. Rescuers, and Bystanders: An 
Introduction 

• Responsa Regarding Saving Yourself & Your 
Children in the Holocaust 

• Rewriting History In Textbooks 

• Speech of John Paul I I at Yad Vashem 

• The SS 

• The Swastika 

• U S. Policy D uring World War II 

• Victims 

• What Makes the Holocaust Uniq ue? 

• War Crimes 

• We Remember : A Reflection on the S hoah ffrom 
the Vatican] 

• The Simon Wiese n thal Center's 36 Questions 
Abo u t the Ho l ocau st 

• Wh at We Knew and When We Knew It 

• World Response to the Holocaust 

• World War II Documents 

• Yad Vashen 
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